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On the line 

 

The biggest group of British Throwers ever in Italy descended on Pero, a city that 

joins Milan, for the second Italian National Championships and first Open 

International competition over the weekend of 10-12th May 2019. 

This event was unusual not only in attracting a large group of foreign throwers, some 

with very impressive resumes, but in combining over a 3 day period competitions in 

Double Bit Axe throwing, conventional knife and hawk, walkback in knife and hawk, 

no-spin walkback, long distance knife and hawk and 2 games; “lazy” Mountain Man 

and “9 targets”. 

The event organised by the Italian Sports Throwing Federation (FILS) had come to 

the attention of a large number of UK throwers because the current President Mauro 

Magnanini had been one of 2 visiting throwers at the EBT competition in September 

2018. Interest grew and groups from Essex, East Yorkshire and West Yorkshire all 

made their plans to travel. 

They were joined by smaller groups and individuals from Czech Republic, France, 

Germany and Switzerland with 66 confirmed entrants. Todd Abrahms aka Jack 

Dagger was invited as MC and had clearly travelled a long way. 

Travelling to competitions, particularly for us as an island nation, can be hard work 

and each group had at least one story to tell of problems faced and, largely, 

overcome. 

The competition started on Friday with the Double Bit qualifiers which involved 4 by 9 

throws in a rolling sequence to give a total of the conventional 36. It was clear the 

numbers attending had surprised the organisers as there was only 1 DB warm up 

target and 3 conventional sets of targets for the events to come. It was interesting to 

see the mixture of conventional DB throwers compete against knife and hawk 

throwers and even specialist no-spin throwers. Jules Hoole and David Mitchell 

qualified for the final with Jules taking second place overall. Full results at the bottom 

of the page. 

Saturday started clear and sunny with the conventional knife and it is probably worth 

mentioning that almost all scores were quite a bit below PBs and expected 

standards. Whether this was because this was the first big competition of the 

season, the limited practice area (10 mins before your throw) or some other reason it 

did seem to be across the board. Remember scores in competition are very different 

from what can be achieved on a quiet day at the range. 

Maybe we needed more warm up because although Alan Parish didn’t get on the 

podium on any of the individual knife distances he did qualify for the walk back 

where he soared to second place. Perhaps we sensed the imminent change in 

weather because when hawks came out Brits were in ascendence. Alan took bronze 

in 4 metre hawk on bulls (I’ll get over it eventually) and gold at 5 metre, both he and 
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David Mitchell qualified for the hawk walkback. AKP did it again with second place in 

the axe walkback to join his silver in the knife walkback. 

In the womens events Jules Hoole put in a bronze in 4 metre hawk to follow up the 

silver in the (mixed) Double Bit but sufferred badly at 5 metres just before an 

astonishing thunder-hail-storm brought things to an early close. Video footage 

available on Alans site has to be seen. The early close at least meant we could 

splash our way to hotels to change for what turned out to be a great evening of food 

and drink. 

Sunday started by finishing off the previous days events with men and womens 7 

metre hawk where Jules got her first gold of the weekends throwing. 

There was no duel and the 2 games – a “lazy” Mountain Man and a challenging 

plank whose rules seemed to change with the wind were not taken particulalry 

seriously. That left no-spin walkback which 2 Brits entered and of course, long 

distance knife and hawk. We didn’t do too much on long distance knife but came into 

our own once again on hawks with Ian Radmore taking bronze in mens long distance 

hawk and Jules getting her 2nd gold by 9 cm in womens long distance hawk at the 

end of a tough and fascinating 3 days throwing. 

The evening continued the great socialising at a local restruraunt owned by one of 

the throwers with Roger and Alan demonstrating close up magic. 

The full results are below. As I said, don’t think the scores and distances really 

compare with those achieved on quiet home ground. You really do have to be there 

to appreciate it.    

Many congratulations to all who undertook the sometimes tricky journey to get there 

and compete. We are well and truly started now 

 

David Mitchell 
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